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 Background 
Totaling 20 species of Owls are found in Nepal. Though none of the owl species are listed under any kind of globally priority lists such as IUCN red list, CITES and list of globally threatened birds by Birdlife International, “The State of Nepal’s Birds 2004” suggests 4 owl species as nationally threatened. The species are Dusky Eagle Owl Bubo coromandus, Tawny Fish Owl Ketupa flavipes, Grass Owl Tyto capensis, and Spot-bellied Eagle Owl Bubo nipalensis. The former two are kept in critically endangered list and thus need urgent intervention and the latter two are kept in endangered list which also need some quick conservation initiatives (The State of Nepal’s Birds 2004). 

Birds are one of the most vulnerable wildlife. Besides being killed illegally for notorious wildlife trade, birds are also killed unknowingly in large numbers by small children which makes the matter worse. Conservation awareness among the local people/students regarding the birds is extremely low when compared with that of mammals. By realizing such fact, this awareness program was designed and implemented for students of Kathmandu Valley. 
Aim
-Create awareness for the conservation of Owl.

Objectives
After the completion of training student will be able to 
· Know the population status of birds and specially owls of Nepal and in globe,

· Understand the ethno-owl relationship which would be crucial for the conservation of owls 

· Understand the importance of Owl 

Location
Kunmarigal Mother Centre, Ward no. 7, Kathmandu, Nepal

Target School

 Sharam Rastriya Secondary School and

 Sharda Secondary School , Kathmandu
Number of participants

35 students (grade 8, 9 and 10), 3 teacher and 2 staff of mother group center
Organizational involvement
Friends of Nature (Nepal)- Financial and conduction of program

World Owl Trust (UK)- Technical support 
The Global Owl Project (USA) Technical support

Kunmarigal Mother Centre, Nepal (Logistic support)

Methodology
Slide provided by the The Global Owl Project were used for the class. Training methods such as participatory discussion, group work, lecture, question answer, brain storming, story, practical exercises were employed (see detail schedule in appendix 1). Pamphlets and posters carrying the messages of birds were demonstrated. Practical exercise was carried out to make understand about the role of all components in the ecosystems, especially focused on birds.

Outcomes 
Altogether 35 students, 3 teachers of mother center and 2 staffs of Lumanti were participated the class where different issues discussed,  like introduction of the birds, their importance, owls of Nepal, ethno-owl relationship, Owls’ importance and conservation, slide show of birds and owls found in Nepal. After the completion of campaign, students are also ready to share the knowledge with others, who were not involved in this campaign program. After this campaign, student’s confidant was built up. The students recommended continuity of similar type of program in future.

Conclusion 
An Owl conservation awareness camp was successfully completed in the Lumanti mother center on January 18, 2008, Kumarigal by the professional of Friends of Nature. Birds are valuable for moral, ethical and economic reasons, for our enjoyment and as monitors of the environment. Local people have a wide knowledge of bird ecology and have their own names for many species. This knowledge could be used as a basis for increasing conservation awareness of birds, especially amongst adults/students and rest of the civil society. 
Publication of poster, publication of conservation booklet of owl, establishment of eco club in school, nature hiking for students in different school, quiz and painting competition for students are recommended while doing next conservation camp in other part of Nepal.
Appendix 1- Detail schedule followed in the training

	time
	Topics discussed
	Method employed
	Output

	10.00-11.00
	Brain storming and registration of students
	Filling the form
	

	11.00-12.00
	Introduction about birds
	Discussion, field visit (5 minutes), Game
	Student able to described about birds and their important

	12.00-12.30
	Refreshment
	
	

	12.30-1.00
	Status of owl in Nepal
	Discussion
	Student able to no the number of owls found in Nepal

	1.00-1.30
	Status of owl in Global
	Discussion
	Student able to know the number of owl found in globe

	1.30-2.20
	ethno-owl relationship
	Story sharing, discussion, 
	Student able to know the relation between owl and people

	2.30-3.30
	Owls’ importance and conservation
	Slide presentation, discussion, group work
	Student able to say the important of owl 

	3.30-4.00
	Closing of program and photo session
	Discussion and group evaluation 
	Feed back provided by the students


Appendix 2- Conservation camp through camera 
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